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became an anti-Muslim frenzy. For the first time there was
a wide-spread and fierce antagonism between the two com-
munities as communities. Besides, the nationalists adopted
an economic boycott of foreign goods. This scathing
weapon harmed the British capitalists, and was a great boon
to those Indians who had native goods to sell. But few
Muslims were among that economically advanced class. By
1905 industrialization, though still pitifully slight compared
with that of other countries, was no longer negligible in
India. Yet most middle-class Muslims were still professionals
or clerks, not mill-owners. They had nothing to gain from
the use of Indian rather than foreign goods ; in fact, the
boycott merely raised the prices of things that they bought.
From this point on, the government developed its policy
of communalism in real earnest. In 1906 the Muslim League
was formed, following a deputation to the Viceroy of a
small group of ' prominent', that is, upper-class, Muslims.
There is a good deal of evidence that the initiative for this
deputation came from the government itself. Whether it
did or not is, however, a minor point; for the government
of India has never been in the habit of granting the requests
of every group that approaches it. The fact that it did
grant these particular Muslims' requests simply shows that
it had deliberately decided to encourage Muslim communal-
ism. In the Minto-Morley reforms, it enforced separate
electorates for Muslims, and for certain other groups ; and
ever since has intensified the principle, extending it to more
and more electorates, of local bodies and the like, increasing
the number of separatisms under it, and applying it also in
appointments.
The first activities of the Muslim League were an almost
word-for-word repetition, along communal lines, of those of
the early Congress twenty years before. In a quite clerical
atmosphere, the men concerned, protesting their imperial
loyalty, pointed out that they did not have quite enough
influence nor enough jobs. At the first sessions, " the
resolutions passed related to adequate Muslim represent-
ation in the new Councils, to Muslim places in the public